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and the relationship with the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA)33 (RAeS 2017). 

Hence, this is a particularly significant feature as business actors including firms and trade 

associations increased their participation in the political arena to influence the 

development of new policies and regulations that will come into place once the UK 

definitely leaves the European Union (Liedong and Rajwani 2017).  

Finally, in addition to the abovementioned features, focusing on a specific sector has 

helped delineate a well-defined research context, narrow the focus of the research and 

examine in greater detail and depth the role and functions of trade associations.   

                                                 
33 EASA is the EU regulatory body that grants access to the European market, and facilitates trade 
with other EU states (EASA 2017).   
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4.4.1 An iterative process  

This research has involved different stages of data collection and data analysis (the latter 

will be covered in the following section) through an iterative process that lasted several 

months as displayed in Figure 6. This particular approach can be considered as highly 

valuable as it has aided the development of the conceptual framework through the 

dialogue between extant literature and in-depth analysis of the collected primary and 

secondary data. Additionally, it has enabled the researcher to refine the research questions 

as new information was gained and thus providing a richer and more in-depth exploration 

of the phenomenon.  

Figure 6: An iterative research design 

 

Source: Elaborated by author 

The first phase of data collection started a few months into the PhD when the researcher 

attended and presented the study at the Aerodays conference in London35. The event 

helped to make observations, relate with potential informants and start collecting 

documents that were available to conference delegates, which were advantageous in 

broadening preliminary knowledge on the structure and key players of the aerospace 

industry in the UK. In this period various pilot interviews were conducted, which were 

                                                 
35 See Chapter 1 for additional information regarding the conference. 
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