
Why restore Canals? 
or  

A short cycle ride down the 
towpath…. 

Mark Horton 
BBC Coast,  

University of Bristol 
Cotswold Canal Trust 



Why restore Canals? 
 

or  
A short cycle ride 
down the towpath…. 

Mark Horton 

BBC Coast,  

University of Bristol, 

Cotswold Canal Trust 



Photo courtesy Jim Malcolm A RATHER BIGGER PROJECT….. 



JUNCTION OF THE STROUDWATER NAVIGATION AND THE GLOUCESTER 
SHARPNESS CANAL 



Line of Stroudwater Navigation and  
Thames and Severn Canal 

Gloucester and Sharpness Canal 



WHY YOU NEED A CANAL! 



SEVERN TROW 



STANLEY MILL, 1813 



STANLEY MILL, 1813, ONE OF THE EARLIEST FIREPROOF MILLS 



STROUD – THE WRONG END OF THE COTSWOLDS! 



IT MIGHT HAVE WORKED ONCE….. 



THE ORIGINAL FARMERS  
MARKET… 



WHAT THE CANAL WAS LIKE IN THE 1960’S 



And of course the famous shopping trolleys….. 



“A PLACE TO AVOID TO A PLACE TO 
GO” 

The Canal restoration has transformed Stroud….. 



Cotswold Canals.. 



SOME FACTS AND FIGURES 
• Private sector investment to as 

a result of the canal 
regeneration £101 million 

• Involved 48,000 volunteer 
hours, and a core of 300 
volunteers 

• HLF grant of £12.9m, Stroud 
Council £4.4m, CCT £1m 

• Inward investment 
approximately 40% 
employment, 60% housing 

• 15% to 20% boost to house 
values along the canal 

 





ONLY 5% OF CANAL USERS 
ARE BOATERS  



Cotswold Canals.. 







WANDERERS AND PONDERERS….. 





CROSSING THE A46 



A SPACE FOR PUBLIC ART 













































“WE ARE FULL UP AFTER 2 
MONTHS,  
THE CANAL GAVE US FREE 
ADVERTISING AND FOOTFALL  
AND THE VIEW’S NOT BAD…” 





SPACE TO THINK…. 



TRIP BOAT  



SWIMMING GALA 1935 













“WE ARE IN JUST 
 THE RIGHT PLACE” 


